
Comparative Perspectives 
on Language Acquisition



SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
Series Editor: Professor David Singleton, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland

This series brings together titles dealing with a variety of aspects of language 
acquisition and processing in situations where a language or languages other 
than the native language is involved. Second language is thus interpreted in 
its broadest possible sense. The volumes included in the series all offer in 
their different ways, on the one hand, exposition and discussion of empirical 
findings and, on the other, some degree of theoretical reflection. In this latter 
connection, no particular theoretical stance is privileged in the series; nor is 
any relevant perspective – sociolinguistic, psycholinguistic, neurolinguistic, 
etc. – deemed out of place. The intended readership of the series includes 
final-year undergraduates working on second language acquisition projects, 
postgraduate students involved in second language acquisition research, and 
researchers and teachers in general whose interests include a second language 
acquisition component.

Full details of all the books in this series and of all our other publications can 
be found on http://www.multilingual-matters.com, or by writing 
to Multilingual Matters, St Nicholas House, 31-34 High Street, Bristol 
BS1 2AW, UK.



SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
Series Editor: David Singleton, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland

Comparative Perspectives 
on Language Acquisition
A Tribute to Clive Perdue

Edited by
Marzena Watorek, Sandra Benazzo 
and Maya Hickmann

MULTILINGUAL MATTERS
Bristol • Buffalo • Toronto



Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
A catalog record for this book is available from the Library of Congress.
Comparative Perspectives on Language Acquisition: A Tribute to Clive Perdue/Edited by 
Marzena Watorek, Sandra Benazzo and Maya Hickmann.
Second Language Acquisition: 61
Includes index.
1.  Language acquisition. 2.  Perdue, Clive.
P118.C63 2011
401'.93–dc23 2011035427

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue entry for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN-13: 978-1-84769-603-8 (hbk)

Multilingual Matters
UK: St Nicholas House, 31–34 High Street, Bristol BS1 2AW, UK.
USA: UTP, 2250 Military Road, Tonawanda, NY 14150, USA.
Canada: UTP, 5201 Dufferin Street, North York, Ontario M3H 5T8, Canada.

Copyright © 2012 Marzena Watorek, Sandra Benazzo, Maya Hickmann and the authors 
of individual chapters.

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced in any form or by any means 
without permission in writing from the publisher.

The policy of Multilingual Matters/Channel View Publications is to use papers that are 
natural, renewable and recyclable products, made from wood grown in sustainable for-
ests. In the manufacturing process of our books, and to further support our policy, prefer-
ence is given to printers that have FSC and PEFC Chain of Custody certification. The FSC 
and/or PEFC logos will appear on those books where full certification has been granted 
to the printer concerned.

Typeset by Techset Composition Ltd., Salisbury, UK.
Printed and bound in Great Britain by the MPG Books Group.



v

Contents

Contributors ix

Introduction: New Comparative Perspectives in the Study of Language 
Acquisition – Clive Perdue’s Legacy 1

Marzena Watorek, Sandra Benazzo and Maya Hickmann

Part 1: Second Language Acquisition: From Initial to 
Final Stages

 1 A Way to Look at Second Language Acquisition 23
Wolfgang Klein

 2 L2 Input and the L2 Initial State: The Writings of Clive Perdue 37
Rebekah Rast

 3 Finiteness and the Acquisition of Negation 54
Angelika Becker

 4 The Different Role of Additive and Negative Particles in 
the Development of Finiteness in Early Adult L2 
German and L2 Dutch 73
Sarah Schimke, Josje Verhagen and Giuseppina Turco

 5 Lexical Categories in the Target Language and the Lexical 
Categorisation of Learners: The Word Class of Adverbs 92
Giuliano Bernini

 6 Is it Necessary for Chinese Mandarin Speakers to Mark 
Time? Reflections About the Use of Temporal Adverbs with 
Respect to Verbal Morphology 108
Jili Sun

 7 The Development of Reference to Time and Space in French L3: 
Evidence from Narratives 133
Pascale Trévisiol



 8 Verbal Morphology in Advanced Varieties of English L2: 
Aspect or Discourse Hypothesis? 153
Eleonora Alexandra Vraciu

 9 High-Level Proficiency in Second Language Use: 
Morphosyntax and Discourse 170
Inge Bartning

10 Ultimate Attainment and the Critical Period Hypothesis: 
Some Thorny Issues 188
David Singleton

11 Language Origins, Learner Varieties and Creating 
Language Anew: How Acquisitional Studies Can Contribute 
to Language Evolution Research 204
Sandra Benazzo

12 Multiple Perspectives on the Emergence and 
Development of Human Language: B. Comrie, 
C. Perdue and D. Slobin 223
Ivani Fusellier-Souza

Part 2: L1 and L2 Acquisition: Learner Type Perspective

13 Child Language Study and Adult Language Acquisition: 
Twenty Years Later 245
Dan I. Slobin

14 The Derivation of Mixed DPs: Mixing of Functional Categories 
in Bilingual Children and in Second Language Learners 263
Nadine Eichler and Natascha Müller

15 L1 or L2 Acquisition? Finiteness in Child Second Language 
Learners (cL2), Compared to Adult L2 Learners (aL2) and 
Young Bilingual Children (2L1) 282
Suzanne Schlyter and Anita Thomas

16 Young L2 and L1 Learners: More Alike than Different 303
Rosemarie Tracy and Vytautas Lemke

17 The Older the Better, or More is More: Language Acquisition 
in Childhood 324
Christine Dimroth and Stefanie Haberzettl

vi Comparat ive Perspect ives on Language Acquisit ion



18 Additive Scope Particles and Anaphoric Linkage in Narrative and 
Descriptive Texts: A Developmental Study in French L1 and L2 350
Sandra Benazzo, Clive Perdue and Marzena Watorek

19 Discourse Cohesion in Narrative Texts: The Role of Additive 
Means in Italian L1 and L2 375
Patrizia Giuliano

20 The Role of Conceptual Development in the Acquisition of the
Spatial Domain by L1 and L2 Learners of French, 
English and Polish 401
Henriëtte Hendriks and Marzena Watorek

21 The Grammaticalisation of Nominals in French L1 and L2: 
A Comparative Study of Child and Adult Acquisition 420
Ewa Lenart

Part 3: Typological Variation and Language Acquisition

22 Typology Meets Second Language Acquisition 443
Anna Giacalone Ramat

23 Linguistic Relativity: Another Turn of the Screw 464
Rainer Dietrich, Chung Shan Kao and Werner Sommer

24 Paths in L2 Acquisition: The Expression of Temporality in 
Spatially Oriented Narration 482
Annie-Claude Demagny

25 A Cross-Linguistic Study of Narratives with Special 
Attention to the Progressive: A Contrast between English, 
Spanish and Catalan 502
Carmen Muñoz

26 Reference to Entities in Fictional Narratives of Russian/
French Quasi-Bilinguals 520
Tatiana Aleksandrova

27 The Cohesive Function of Word Order in L1 and L2 Italian: 
How VS Structures Mark Local and Global Coherence in the 
Discourse of Native Speakers and of Learners 535
Cecilia Andorno

Contents vii



28 Macrostructural Principles and the Development of Narrative 
Competence in L1 German: The Role of Grammar 
(8–14-Year-Olds) 559
Christiane von Stutterheim, Ute Halm and Mary Carroll

29 Online Sentence Processing in Children and Adults: 
General and Specific Constraints. A Crosslinguistic Study in 
Four Languages 586
Michèle Kail 

30 A Personal Tribute 613
Sir John Lyons

viii Comparat ive Perspect ives on Language Acquisit ion



Contributors

Tatiana Aleksandrova
Université de Paris 8 & CNRS, France
aleksandrova@hotmail.fr

Cecilia Andorno
Università di Pavia, Italy
cecilia.andorno@unipv.it

Inge Bartning
Université de Stockholm, Sweden
Inge.Bartning@fraita.su.se

Angelika Becker
Universität Osnabrück, Germany
angelika.becker@uos.de

Sandra Benazzo
Université Lille 3 & CNRS, France
sandra.benazzo@univ-lille3.fr

Giuliano Bernini
Università degli Studi di Bergamo
Linguistica, Italy
giuliano.bernini@unibg.it

Mary Carroll
Universität Heidelberg, Germany
carroll@mail.idf.uni-heidelberg.de

ix



Annie-Claude Demagny
Université de Paris 8 & CNRS, France
acdemagny@free.fr

Rainer Dietrich
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Germany
Rainer.Dietrich@cms.hu-berlin.de

Christine Dimroth
Universität Osnabrück, Germany
christine.dimroth@uni-osnabrueck.de

Nadine Eichler
Bergische Universität Wuppertal, Germany
nadine.eichler@eine-vision.de

Ivani Fusellier
Université de Paris 8 & CNRS, France
ifuselli@hotmail.com

Anna Giacalone-Ramat
Università di Pavia, Italy
annaram@unipv.it

Patrizia Giuliano
Università degli studi di Napoli, Italy
giuliano@unina.it

Stefanie Haberzettl
Universität des Saarlandes, Germany
stefanie.haberzettl@uni-oldenburg.de

Ute Halm
Universität Heidelberg, Germany

Henriëtte Hendriks
University of Cambridge, UK
hpjmh2@cam.ac.uk

Maya Hickmann
CNRS, France
maya.hickmann@sfl.cnrs.fr

x Comparat ive Perspect ives on Language Acquisit ion



Michèle Kail
Laboratoire de Psychologie Cognitive CNRS & Université 

Aix-Marseille, France
michele.kail@wanadoo.fr

Chung Shan Kao
Université de Fribourg, Switzerland
chung-shan.kao@unifr.ch

Wolfgang Klein
Max Planck Institut für Psycholinguistik, Netherlands 
klein@mpi.nl

Vytautas Lemke
Universität Mannheim, Germany
vlemke@gmx.de

Ewa Lenart
Université de Paris 8 & CNRS, France
evlenart@free.fr

Sir John Lyons
John.Lyons@wanadoo.fr

Natasha Müller
Bergische Universität Wuppertal, Germany
nmueller@uni-wuppertal.de

Carmen Muñoz
Universitat de Barcelona, Spain
munoz@ub.edu

Rebekah Rast
American University of Paris & CNRS, France
rebrast@gmail.com

Sarah Schimke
Universität Osnabrück, Germany
sarah.schimke@uni-osnabrueck.de

Suzanne Schlyter
University of Lund, Sweden
suzanne.schlyter@rom.lu.se

Contr ibutors xi



David Singleton
Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland
DSNGLTON@tcd.ie

Dan Slobin
University of Berkeley, USA
slobin@berkeley.edu

Werner Sommer
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Germany
werner.sommer@cms.hu-berlin.de

Christiane von Stutterheim
Universität Heidelberg, Germany
stutterheim@mail.idf.uni-heidelberg.de

Juli Sun
Northwestern University, USA
jilisun@hotmail.com

Anita Thomas
University of Lund, Sweden
Anita.Thomas@rom.lu.se

Rosmary Tracy
Lehrstuhl Anglistische Linguistik, Germany
rtracy@mail.uni-mannheim.de

Pascale Trevisiol
Université de Poitiers, France
latrevi@free.fr

Giusy Turco
Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, Netherlands
Giusy.Turco@mpi.nl

Josje Verhagen
Max Planck Institute, Nijmegen & Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

xii Comparat ive Perspect ives on Language Acquisit ion



Alexandra Vraciu
Université Paris X Nanterre & Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, 
Spain
alexvraciu@hotmail.com

Marzena Watorek
Université de Paris 8 & CNRS, France
marzenawatorek@yahoo.fr

Contr ibutors xiii



1

Introduction: New 
Comparative Perspectives in 
the Study of Language 
Acquisition – Clive Perdue’s 
Legacy

Marzena Watorek, Sandra Benazzo and 
Maya Hickmann

Introductory Remarks
This volume is a tribute to Clive Perdue (CP), who passed away on 14th 

March 2008. It was the strong wish of his colleagues and friends to honour 
his memory by bringing together chapters from representative members of 
the scientific community at large in the field of second language acquisition. 
It is their hope that this collection will highlight the major influence of 
CP’s contribution to this field on the international scene and his particularly 
central role on the French scene, where he was one of the main founders 
of this field as a discipline in its own right.

Born on 18th October 1944 (Bedford, UK), Clive Perdue received several 
degrees from the University of Oxford (BA 1968, Master of Arts 1971) and 
from the University of Paris 8 (Licence and Masters de Linguistique Générale in 
1969–1970, Doctorat de Troisième Cycle en Linguistique in 1978, Doctorat d’Etat 
en Linguistique in 1990), where he was then appointed Professor in Linguistics 
in 1992. In order to best situate his work, two central points should be men-
tioned from the outset. First, among his many responsibilities over the years, 
he was the Scientific Coordinator of the international program Second 
Language Acquisition by Adult Immigrants, initiated by Wolfgang Klein at the 
Max-Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics (Nijmegen, The Netherlands) 
under the auspices of the European Science Foundation (ESF, Strasbourg, 
1981–1988). It is common knowledge in the community that this project 



(still well known as the ESF project) was a major force in structuring research 
on second language acquisition in Europe and beyond. The network of 
researchers that was created at that time continues to be active and the pro-
gram itself still lies at the forefront of current language acquisition research 
nowadays. We return to this point in some detail below.

Second, in order to understand the historical context of CP’s work, we 
must go back to the 1970s and 1980s when a research team became interested 
in a field that did not yet exist in France. At this time CP taught English in the 
English Department of the Centre Expérimental de Vincennes which later became 
the University of Paris 8. He was a very active member of this group whose 
objective was to study language acquisition in the perspective proposed by 
Corder (1967). This proposal was the first one to view the productions of 
second language learners (L2) as the manifestations of a coherent linguistic 
system in which learners’ errors were not considered as simple deviations from 
a target linguistic system, but rather as reflecting rules underlying their own 
system. According to this view, simply comparing L2 productions to the source 
and target language systems (SL and TL) does not suffice to account for the 
logic and organization of this original linguistic system. CP took on the task 
of making Corder’s work known. In number 57 of the journal Langages, edited 
by CP and Remy Porquier in 1980, three of Corder’s major papers were trans-
lated and published in French. It is also in this framework that an international 
conference was organized in 1979.1 In the proceedings of this conference, 
which were published in the journal Encrages of the Department of English 
Studies at Paris 8 with a preface by CP and Remy Porquier (1979), one finds the 
fundamental questions that have guided CP’s research during his entire life:

How does one learn a foreign language? By what processes is this learn-
ing constructed? Are these processes specific? Are they in particular dif-
ferent from the processes that take place during first language acquisition? 
What factors determine and promote this learning? What are variable 
and invariant patterns? How should one examine this learning process? 
How should one describe it? How should one analyze it? How should 
one explain it? What language do learners speak? Can one speak of an L2 
“learner’s language”? How should one describe this language? What is 
the status of this intermediate language among other linguistic systems? 
What are the factors and variables that influence its use?

It is obvious that this research is interdisciplinary. It stands at the cross-
roads between linguistics, psycholinguistics, sociolinguistics, education, 
language teaching and still other disciplines. It touches on a great number 
of questions (including old ones): language acquisition; the status of natu-
ral languages; questions concerning norm, dialect, linguistic variety; bilin-
gualism, multilingualism, diglossia, linguistic dominance;  language-related 
politics, teaching policy, etc. (Perdue & Porquier, 1979: 4, our translation)

2 Comparat ive Perspect ives on Language Acquisit ion


