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Foreword

MIKE GROVER AND COLIN BAKER

I first met Nancy Hornberger in the mid-eighties at a Sociolinguistics Sym-
posium in Cardiff. At that time Multilingual Matters was a relatively new
publisher on the scene but was already establishing a reputation as being
a friend for researchers in bilingualism, minority language studies and
related subjects. We had a very small list of existing titles, but it was suf-
ficient to attract Nancy to our stand and thus began a long and happy
relationship that grew over time into the close contacts that currently exist
between the publisher, its editors and authors.

Right from that first meeting we both realised that we shared a mutual
interest in languages in a minority situation. For Nancy it was the Native
languages of South America; for me, and my family, it was the situation
of trying to maintain a second language that was far from common in the
surrounding area.

Over the years we were to meet at more and more conferences, and
during this time Nancy’s academic reputation grew by leaps and bounds.
When the book series Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, initiated by
Multilingual Matters in 1994 with Colin Baker as its editor, needed an
additional editor to take up some of the work load and broaden its scope
in North America, Nancy was the obvious choice. She took up the reins
in 1996 and has worked tirelessly with Colin to promote the series ever
since.

Now roughly a quarter of a century after that first meeting, in no small
part due to Nancy’s encouragement, Marjukka and I can claim some sort
of success in producing three separate multilingual entities. Our sons,
Tommi and Sami, are not only bilingual but get much fun and satisfac-
tion from learning yet more languages. It is on the professional front,
however, where Nancy has helped us the most. Multilingual Matters, our
third baby, now grown up and under Tommi’s leadership, continues to
be a major outlet for both theoretical and practical books on all aspects
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