Understanding Second Language Process



SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
Series Editor: Professor David Singleton, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland

This series brings together titles dealing with a variety of aspects of language
acquisition and processing in situations where a language or languages other than the
native language is involved. Second language is thus interpreted in its broadest
possible sense. The volumes included in the series all offer in their different ways, on
the one hand, exposition and discussion of empirical findings and, on the other, some
degree of theoretical reflection. In this latter connection, no particular theoretical
stance is privileged in the series; nor is any relevant perspective — sociolinguistic,
psycholinguistic, neurolinguistic, etc. — deemed out of place. The intended readership
of the series includes final-year undergraduates working on second language
acquisition projects, postgraduate students involved in second language acquisition
research, and researchers and teachers in general whose interests include a second
language acquisition component.

Other Books in the Series

Language Acquisition: The Age Factor (2nd edn)
David Singleton and Lisa Ryan

Focus on French as a Foreign Language: Multidisciplinary Approaches
Jean-Marc Dewaele (ed.)

Second Language Writing Systems
Vivian Cook and Benedetta Bassetti (eds)

Third Language Learners: Pragmatic Production and Awareness
Maria Pilar Safont Jorda

Artificial Intelligence in Second Language Learning: Raising Error Awareness
Marina Dodigovic

Studies of Fossilization in Second Language Acquisition
ZhaoHong Han and Terence Odlin (eds)

Language Learners in Study Abroad Contexts
Margaret A. DuFon and Eton Churchill (eds)

Early Trilingualism: A Focus on Questions
Julia D. Barnes

Cross-linguistic Influences in the Second Language Lexicon
Janusz Arabski (ed.)

Motivation, Language Attitudes and Globalisation: A Hungarian Perspective
Zoltdn Dornyei, Kata Csizér and Néra Németh

Age and the Rate of Foreign Language Learning
Carmen Mufioz (ed.)

Investigating Tasks in Formal Language Learning
Maria del Pilar Garcia Mayo (ed.)

Input for Instructed L2 Learners: The Relevance of Relevance
Anna Nizegorodcew

Cross-linguistic Similarity in Foreign Language Learning
Hikan Ringbom

Second Language Lexical Processes
Zsolt Lengyel and Judit Navracsics (eds)

Third or Additional Language Acquisition
Gessica De Angelis

For more details of these or any other of our publications, please contact:
Multilingual Matters, Frankfurt Lodge, Clevedon Hall,

Victoria Road, Clevedon, BS21 7HH, England
http://www.multilingual-matters.com



SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 25
Series Editor: David Singleton, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland

Understanding Second
Language Process

Edited by
/haoHong Han

In collaboration with
Eun Sung Park, Andrea Révész, Charles Comibos
and Ji Hyun Kim

MULTILINGUAL MATTERS LTD
Clevedon e Buffalo e Toronto



Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Understanding Second Language process/edited by ZhaoHong Han, in collaboration
with Eun Sung Park ... [et al.].

Second Language Acquisition: 25

Includes bibliographical references and index.

1. Second language acquisition. I. Han, Zhaohong II. Park, Eun Sung.

P118.2.U53 2007

418-dc22 2007020108

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue entry for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN-13: 978-1-84769-014-2 (hbk)
ISBN-13: 978-1-84769-013-5 (pbk)

Multilingual Matters Ltd

UK: Frankfurt Lodge, Clevedon Hall, Victoria Road, Clevedon BS21 7HH.
USA: UTP, 2250 Military Road, Tonawanda, NY 14150, USA.

Canada: UTP, 5201 Dufferin Street, North York, Ontario M3H 5T8, Canada.

Copyright © 2008 ZhaoHong Han and the authors of individual chapters.

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced in any form or by any
means without permission in writing from the publisher.

The policy of Multilingual Matters/Channel View Publications is to use papers that
are natural, renewable and recyclable products, made from wood grown in
sustainable forests. In the manufacturing process of our books, and to further support
our policy, preference is given to printers that have FSC and PEFC Chain of Custody
certification. The FSC and/or PEFC logos will appear on those books where full
certification has been granted to the printer concerned.

Typeset by Techset Composition Ltd.
Printed and bound in Great Britain by MPG Books Ltd.



Conltents

The Contributors . . . .. . . . vii

Preface . ... . Xi

1 Revisiting the Role of Consciousness with MOGUL
Michael Sharwood Smith ... ......... .. ... .. . .. ... .. .. ... 1

2 Multi-Competence: Black Hole or Wormhole for Second
Language Acquisition Research?
Vivian Cook ... ... ... 16

3 Transfer Appropriate Processing as a Model for
Classroom Second Language Acquisition
Patsy Martin Lightbown .. ......... ... ... .. ... .. ... 27

4 On the Role of Meaning in Focus on Form
ZhaoHong Han .. ........ .. .. ... ... ... 45

5 The Efficacy of Visual Input Enhancement in Teaching
Deaf Learners of L2 English

Gerald P. Berent and Ronald R. Kelly . ...................... 80
6 Learner Spontaneous Attention in L2 Input Processing:

An Exploratory Study

Eun Sung Park and ZhaoHong Han ... ................... 106

7 Working Memory and L2 Processing of Redundant
Grammatical Forms
Nuria SAQArra .. .... ... ... 133



Vi Contents

8 L2 Learners’ Interpretation of Operator-Variable

Binding in VP Ellipsis

Hong Guang Ying . .......... ... ... 148
9 Metasyntactic Ability in L2: An Investigation

of Task Demand

Daphnée Simard and Véronique Fortier .. .................. 160

10 Prosody Acquisition by Japanese Learners
Tomoko Shibata and Richard R. Hurtig .. .................. 176

11 Recognition and Production of Formulas
in L2 Pragmatics

Kathleen Bardovi-Harlig ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... .... 205

References . . . ... .., 223



The Contributors

Dr Kathleen Bardovi-Harlig is Professor of Second Language Studies at
Indiana University. Her books include Tense and Aspect in Second Language
Acquisition (2000), Interlanguage Pragmatics: Exploring Institutional Talk
(with Beverly Hartford) (2005) and Pragmatics and Language Learning
(with César Félix-Brasdefer and Alwiya Omar) (2006). She has published
in Language Learning, Studies in Second Language Acquisition, and TESOL
Quarterly, and is a former editor of Language Learning.

Dr Gerald P. Berent is Professor at the National Technical Institute for the
Deaf and Rochester Institute of Technology. He conducts research on deaf
learners” acquisition of English grammatical knowledge and the efficacy
of specific methodologies in English teaching to deaf students. His multi-
disciplinary research draws on second language studies, theoretical
linguistics, and English language teaching with a research focus also
on language-learning disabilities and attention deficit disorders in deaf
learners. Dr Berent teaches English grammar to deaf college students
and graduate teacher training courses and also provides professional
development to teachers of English to deaf students. His recent research
explains parallel interlanguage development in deaf and hearing learners
and explores English language factors that impede deaf students” devel-
opment of mathematical knowledge.

Dr Vivian Cook is Professor of Applied Linguistics in the School of
Education, Communication and Language Sciences at the University of
Newcastle upon Tyne in England, where he teaches on the MA and
PhD programs. He is mostly known among applied linguists for his
work developing the idea of multicompetence and for his books on
Chomsky and on the applications of SLA to language teaching. Recently
he has also taken up writing books on writing systems and a popular book
on spelling. His current research interest is the study of bilingual cogni-
tion. He was a founder and first President of the European Second
Language Association.

Vii



Viii The Conftributors

Véronique Fortier is currently a PhD Candidate at Université du Québec
a Montréal, where she also teaches French grammar for second language
learners. Her research interests focus on the role of metalinguisitc reflec-
tion in second language acquisition among elementary school learners in
a submersion context.

Dr ZhaoHong Han is Associate Professor of Linguistics and Education at
Teachers College, Columbia University. Her research interests include
second language learnability, second language teachability, and second
language reading processes. She has published in a variety of TESOL
and applied linguistics journals and books. She is the author of Fossilization
in Adult Second Language Acquisition (Multilingual Matters, 2004) and
co-editor (with Terence Odlin) of Studies of Fossilization in Second Language
Acquisition (Multilingual Matters, 2006).

Dr Richard Hurtig is Professor of Speech Pathology and Audiology in the
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at the University of lowa. He is the
chair of the American Sign Language Program. He also serves on the faculty
of the University of lowa Neurosciences PhD Program and the FLARE PhD
program in Second Language Acquisition. Professor Hurtig’s research and
teaching responsibilities are in the area of psycholinguistics and speech
perception. His research on early literacy development is funded by the
Institute of Educational Sciences, U.S. department of Education.

Dr Ronald R. Kelly is Professor at the National Technical Institute for the
Deaf and Rochester Institute of Technology. He conducts research on
learning processes in deaf and hard-of-hearing students. His multi-
disciplinary research focuses on the mathematical problem-solving skills
of deaf learners, including associated language and cognitive processing
in analytical tasks. His collaborative research has examined deaf learners’
morphological knowledge, their understanding of universal quantifiers
and other relational language, their command of visual-spatial relational
representation, and their mental calculations — all pertinent to analysing
and solving mathematical problems. His recent research has also involved
the comparison of specific methodologies for teaching English grammati-
cal knowledge to deaf learners. He teaches graduate courses on technol-
ogy applications for deaf learners and the psychology of teaching and
learning.

Dr Patsy Martin Lightbown is Distinguished Professor Emeritus
(Applied Linguistics) at Concordia University in Montreal. The principal
area of her research is second language acquisition in the classroom,
particularly the complementary contributions of communicative and



The Conftributors iX

form-focused activities. With Nina Spada, she co-authored How Languages
are Learned (Oxford University Press), an introduction to second language
acquisition research for teachers that is now in its third edition. She lives
in Massachusetts, where she continues to do research, consulting, writing,
and teaching about language teaching and learning.

Dr. Eun Sung Park is a Visiting Professor in the Graduate School of
Language and Educational Linguistics at the Monterey Institute of Inter-
national Studies, where she teaches in the MATESOL /TFL program. Her
interests are in the areas of input and attention in SLA, and the interface of
theory and practice in language learning and teaching. She received her
EdD in Applied Linguistics from Teachers College, Columbia University
in May 2007, where she also taught graduate courses in the TESOL
program. Her dissertation entitled Learner-generated noticing of second
language input explores what learners are prone to notice in the input on
their own, when left to their own devices.

Dr Nuria Sagarra is Assistant Professor at Pennsylvania State University.
Her research concentrates on the processing of morphosyntactic cues by
second language (L2) learners and bilinguals from a psycholinguistic
perspective, as well as on the role that working memory plays in L2 com-
prehension and grammar/vocabulary development. She also examines
the effect of computer-delivered feedback, input modification (simplifica-
tion and enhancement), and instruction on L2 acquisition in adults. She
investigates these topics by means of quantitative experiments, using
on-line techniques, such as eyetracking and moving window. In addition,
she is the director of the Spanish Basic Language Program and the
Spanish Technology Project at Penn State.

Dr Mike Sharwood Smith works at Heriot-Watt University in Edinburgh
where he teaches linguistics, applied linguistics, TESOL, and advanced
EFL. He has over a hundred publications in one or other of these areas.
His research interests are in cognitive processes in second language deve-
lopment. He is currently working with John Truscott (National Tsing Hua
University, Taiwan) on their new theoretical framework for investigation
language acquisition and performance called MOGUL. He is founding
editor of Second Language Research and runs the web-based International
Commission on Second Language Acquisition. His books include
Second Language Learning: Theoretical Foundations (1994) and Aspects of
Future Reference in a Pedagogical Grammar of English (1975).



X The Conftributors

Dr Tomoko Shibata is a lecturer at Princeton University. She received her
MA in Japanese pedagogy at the University of Iowa in 1999 and her PhD
in second language acquisition at the University of lowa in the autumn of
2005. Her dissertation title is Prosody Acquisition of Japanese as a Second
Language: An Integrated Approach. Her research interests include Japanese
prosody acquisition, phonology, phonetics, Japanese pedagogy, and
language strategy instruction.

Dr Daphnée Simard is Professor at the Université du Québec a Montréal.
She teaches courses in language acquisition. Her research focuses on the
role of attention and metalinguistic reflection in SLA. She has taught ESL
at various levels and under different conditions (enriched, individualised,
regular) and French for specific purposes.

Dr. H.G. Ying is Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics at the
University of Colorado at Denver and Health Science Center. His research
interests are in second language acquisition/processing and the interface
between syntax and pragmatics. He has published articles in Language
Learning, Second Language Research, International Review of Applied Lin-
quistics, Language Sciences, Semiotica and International Journal of Applied
Linguistics. He is the author of Investigating Reconstruction in a Second
Language (2003).



Preface

The field of second language acquisition (SLA) research, since its
inception, has been inextricably intertwined with pedagogical concerns.
For many, if not all, researchers, the goal of SLA research is to produce
insights and develop instructional strategies that may eventually
improve the efficacy and efficiency of learning, something that learners
at large have proven to be lacking. Although numerous strategies have
indeed been developed over the years, the empirical research that has
undergirded them, in the main, enacts and perpetuates a tradition that
values learning as a product rather than a process. In that vein, the efficacy
of the strategies has been construed and/or measured in terms of overtly
manifested — oftentimes, superficial and form-oriented — changes in lear-
ners’ behaviour (cf. Philp, 2003; Truscott, 1998). Often, though not always,
statistical results are adduced to support one strategy over another.
Individual-level, qualitative analyses of the linguistic data are, on the
other hand, sparse, but when and where such analyses are undertaken,
the results tend to show divergence rather than convergence (cf.
Bardovi-Harlig, 2006a; Ellis & Larsen-Freeman, 2006; Larsen-Freeman,
2006a). The overall understanding that then ensues is one replete with
contingency - the strategies are helpful for some learners but not for
others, or they are helpful sometimes but not always. Nothing conclusive
can therefore be said about any of them, and speculations have come in
abundance.

Some of the speculations have even turned into clichés. For example,
nowadays it is often said that second language (L2) learning is
‘a complex enterprise’. Another impending cliché is that it is learners
themselves, and not any external agents (i.e. a teacher, a researcher, or a
textbook developer), who control the learning process. Importantly,
such clichés are vacuous, empirically, for there has been little direct
empirical proof of them. As a result of the product orientation in research
referred to above, there has been a persistent absence in the literature of a
fine-grained understanding of many fundamental issues pertaining to L2
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Xii Preface

learning as a process. These issues include, but are not limited to, the
following:

e the genesis and ontogenesis of linguistic and metalinguistic abilities;

e the extent to which a multilingual mind influences cognition in

general, and the processing of L2 input and generation of output

in particular;

the process by which learning transfers from one context to another;

the extent to which L1 interferes with L2 meaning — form mapping;

the extent to which learner attention can be externally manipulated;

the default process and strategies by which learners analyse input;

learners” working memory capacity for processing input for form

and meaning;

e the extent to which Universal Grammar (UG) constrains the proces-
sing of grammatical ambiguity;

e the extent to which tasks differ in identifying metalinguistic ability;

e the extent to which various aspects of L2 (e.g. prosodic features,
pragmatic formulas) are acquired;

e the relationship between perception and production.

This book tackles these issues and many more, through theoretical ana-
lyses and/or empirical research. The book contains eleven chapters, the
tirst four of which are conceptually orientated and the remaining seven
of which are empirical studies, conducted with a variety of target
languages, including Korean, Chinese, Spanish, French, English, and
Japanese, and with hearing and /or deaf learners. Although not a compre-
hensive treatment of process in L2 learning, as the title of the book indicates,
the book provides much food for thought, particularly for second language
instruction. Each chapter conveys a message for classroom learning, but the
messages are not always consistent. This scenario aptly mirrors the diversity
of current convictions about what would bring about the most effective
instruction, and it, in turn, points to the need to increase the amount of
turther, systematic research by both researchers and practitioners.

Since Corder’s (1967) seminal distinction between input and intake, it
has never been clearer that instruction cannot be effective unless it directly
addresses learners’ processing needs (e.g. Doughty, 2001, 2003; VanPatten,
1996, 2004a). Doughty (2003: 298) has convincingly argued that ‘the goal
of L2 instruction should be to organise the processing space to enable
[learners] to notice the cues located in the input ...". Even so, exactly
what that entails and how that may be achieved in the classroom requires
concerted effort to elaborate. This book, at it were, provides a point of
departure for the collective endeavour.
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The book resonates with an increasingly stronger call from the ‘applied
linguistics quarter” of SLA research for a paradigmatic shift from product
to process. Ellis and Larsen-Freeman (2006a) have emphasised:

[A]ttested data cannot tell us what transpired in the language up until
the construction of the text, nor where it is destined. While this may
seem obvious, and forgivable, from a complexity theory perspective,
by limiting our investigations to attested language, we miss the percep-
tually changing, perceptually dynamic nature of language.

In her recent paper in Applied Linguistics, Larsen-Freeman (2006a) under-
scores the need for researchers to adopt an ‘emic” perspective on second
language development (cf. Hauser, 2005) and provides a clear demon-
stration of the level and depth of understanding that may result from pur-
suing a focus on the learner rather than on the target language. This is
doubtless a promising direction for future research to take.

Along a similar line, many authors in this book have pleaded earnestly
for longitudinal research to document the dynamics of the L2 process. In
light of the currently abundant cross-sectional research, it appears that
cross-sectional research, although capable of capturing group tendencies,
is inadequate to reveal the multifaceted complexity of the learning
process per se, unless it is balanced by ontogenetic research. Although
many of the logistics of the learning process tend to be ‘eclipsed” in phy-
logenetic research, they can be elucidated by research examining learners
as individuals (Bardovi-Harlig, 2006). It follows, then, that not only
should case studies be promoted in future SLA research, but a
within-group design must also be encouraged in group-based research.

This book would not have been possible without the dedicated work of
its authors and their cooperation and patience with the process. We are
indebted to them all. Our thanks also go to the reviewers, whose critical
feedback and constructive comments are essential in helping authors
achieve and maintain clarity. Lastly, we wish to express our appreciation
to Michael Feyen and Kristen Loesch at Teachers College, Columbia
University and Tommi Grover (and his colleagues) at Multilingual
Matters for their support and efficiency.

The book is intended for second language researchers, graduate
students, and bilingual and/or second language practitioners.

ZhaoHong Han

(In collaboration with Eun Sung Park,

Andrea Révész, Charles Combs, and Ji Hyun Kim)
New York






Chapter 1

Revisiting the Role of Consciousness
with MOGUL

MICHAEL SHARWOOD SMITH

Thirty years of research has not produced any really hard evidence that
making people aware of formal features of the second language (L2)
has any significant long-term effect on their grammatical development.
However, people still have a persistent feeling that metalinguistic
ability in the L2 is more than just a luxury extra or, viewed more pessimis-
tically, more than a distraction and an encumbrance. It is surely a prere-
quisite for any proper research into such issues that we have a much
more fine-grained explanation of the mechanisms involved in metalin-
guistic ability than has been the case so far. At the least, we need to
develop a coherent theoretical model of this ability that we can use to
generate interesting research questions about such issues as input
enhancement (see Berent & Kelly, this volume) and focus on form (see
Han, this volume). You might say that, although there has been no
dearth of empirical research, not all that much has happened in this theor-
etical arena since the 1970s. The MOGUL' framework being developed by
Sharwood Smith and Truscott aims, among other things, to rekindle the
search for more coherent conceptualisations of the problems involved.
MOGUL is a processing model that is devised in such a way as to
engage coherently with research across a variety of domains. Following
proposals by Ray Jackendoff, it involves a recognition of the existence
of a separate, modular language faculty, containing the core phonological
and syntactic systems. It also recognises the crucial importance of
‘conceptual structure’, which includes the vital semantic and pragmatic
dimensions of language that, in this framework, lie outside this core
and allow for the possibility of conscious introspection. In fact, it is in
the conceptual domain that metalinguistic ability is anchored, allowing
the language user to construct fragmentary or even quite sophisticated



